Track & Field Boys

This was an
encouraging
and exciting
year in track
and field for
both boys and
girls.
Both teams
had a full
schedule with
10 or more
track meets. The squads were young and
made a lot of progress as the season
progressed. Next year could be a banner
year for our track program.
The highlight for the boys was their
conference championship run in the 4 x
400 relay. The boys (Sky Nite, Laser Nite,
Brian Prather-Huff, Dillon
Evertsen) came out of nowhere to stun
their competition with the close victory.

Track and Field
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Track & Field Girls

The highlight of the girls season was the amazing
performance put on by Essa Johnson. Adding the
long jump to her repertoire and jumping for the first
time since middle school, Essa broke the school
record on 5 occasions. Her top jump was 16’5.75”
breaking the old record of 15’3” . She also qualified
for the State Meet and placed 9th overall.
She placed first in four meets and was never worse
than 4th all year.

Track and Field

Te n n i s B o y s

The Maharishi School boys tennis team took a 3rd
straight 2nd place finish in the Class 1A state
tournament. This was the 7th year in a row the
Pioneers made the state competition and a 1A record
14th time overall. The team is tied with 2A power
West Des Moines Valley for the most final 4 appearances of any Iowa school. They
had a 9 and 2 dual record this
season and are 231 and 64 in the
24 year history of the program.
Thomas Weiss and Derek
Thatcher finished third in Class 1A
doubles for the second straight
year at the Class 1A state
individual tournament. Senior
Derek, a four-time state qualifier,
has now played in the doubles
semifinal three straight seasons.
Tennis
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The girls tennis team graduated 5 seniors last
year so this became a rebuilding year for the Pioneers. The team had been in the elite 8 in team tennis the last 4 years.
Junior Minna Mohammadi qualified for state singles this year
and this was the first time in 3 years that Maharishi School was
represented at the singles state tournament.
This was a year of much progress for the team as a whole as a
number of girls were playing Varsity for the first time. Next year
looks great for the Pioneers as Varsity players Pearl, Sophia,
Camille, Flower and Minna will all be returning. With a number
of new recruits being added to the squad life is looking good for
the girls tennis team next year.
Tennis

Golf

After the regular season, the golf team had two performance highlights in the post season. Firstly,
Prasad Monk and Paul DeAngelis both qualified as All Conference Honorable Mention due to their fine
play at the Super Conference tournament championship. Then, at the first round of the State Championship, Sectionals, the team got it all together to come within five strokes of qualifying for the second
round. They bested their previous low score of the year, 392, by 27 strokes for an overachieving-when-itcounts 365 that came up just shy of advancement.
Though the team didn't make a big splash on the scoreboard, it did hit the mark in the heart. We expanded from our low last year of only four players to seven players this year. The camaraderie and personal growth of this happy bunch signals a comeback in numbers that will continue now that we have
established a golf PE program for grades one through eight. We expect to have ten to twelve players next
year. With the increased numbers and pre-high school skills development of the PE program, we are looking forward to some strong years ahead.

Golf
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Congressional Art
Nani Shrek received Honorable Mention for a photo entitled Flower at the Congressional Art Competition on
May 7. Nani is shown here with Representative Dave Loebsack.
In the spring of every year, the United States House of Representatives hosts this competition to recognize
talented young artists from across the nation. The winning student from each district is invited to Washington, DC
for the ribbon-cutting ceremony, and will have his or her artwork displayed in the U.S. Capitol for one year.

Po e t r y A w a r d
Ruins On Old Vineyard Road
A house of interior strangers;
home of mind-sets and building sites.
Loose design shrouded in thin dust.
The structure transforms.
A window,
entirely purposeful,
slightly accidental.
The rooms resemble a shift,
they may endure
they may disappear
Rooms have come and gone before.
We trace the loose fort where it originated,
speak of symbolic walls,
of casual isolation.

Carolyn Fulcher has won Second Honorable Mention in the
Iowa Poetry Association contest,
high school division. Carolyn’s
submission, “Ruins On Old Vineyard Road” will be published in
Lyrical Iowa 2011, the 66th annual anthology of the Iowa Poetry
Association. Carolyn’s poem was
one of 36 poems chosen out of 460
entries to be included in this year’s
anthology. A limited number of
this year’s entries will be selected
to go to the national competition.

Congressional Art and Poetry Awards
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D I G l o b a l Fi n a l s

Destination ImagiNation teams had another successful trip to DI
Global. The Terrible Tasting Tater Tot Eating Glow Worms that Petrified
Planet Panera was the first all-6th grade team we have had at Global
Finals and they competed against 7th and 8th grade teams. Chuckie the
Whirled Mouse was the first team to do the Community Service Challenge
from our school. It was a learning experience, and it was the first time any of
the DI Pods had competed at the Global Level, but they will be back.
The middle level girls’ team gave an outstanding performance that wowed
the appraisers and earned them 5th place. The team’s solution involved both
acting and technical (engineering) elements and included an amazing gown
created out of old copies of the Fairfield Ledger.
The secondary level boys’ team placed 4th overall against 64 of the best
teams in the world. This performance “had the whole audience and the judges
laughing and bursting into spontaneous applause,” according to DI coach
Mark Wilkins. “People had heard about this team and the theater was almost
full. The entire audience lept to its feet in appreciation at the end of their performance.”

Destination ImagiNation Global Finals
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l S c i e n c e Fa i r

Atreya Dey with chemistry Nobel Laureate
Dr. Dudley Herschbach
Atreya Dey and Raphael Burne both won medals
at the Sustainable World Energy Engineering Environment Project Olympiad (I-SWEEEP).
Atreya won a gold medal and $1000 in the Environment category for his research, “Biobased Ferrite
Nanoparticles: A Novel Approach to Extract Organic
Compounds and Heavy Metals from Water.” His research uses nanoparticles and magnetism to extract
pollutants from water.
Raph won a bronze medal and $400 in the Engineering category for his research, “Building Materials of the Future: Honeycomb Cardboard.” Burne’s
project examines the potential of honeycomb cardboard to replace traditional materials that are used
to construct walls. Burne explains, “Thermal and
sound insulating ability, cost, eco-friendliness,
strength, and other practical factors are all being examined to find a revolutionary new way to build
buildings.”
I-SWEEEP is called “a science fair for the 21st
century.” The contest creates an educational platform for young researchers in which they present
their innovative projects to take on today’s challenges in energy, engineering, and the environment.
He also presented his research at the 49th National Junior Science and Humanities Symposium
(JSHS) on April 27 in San Diego.

Atreya Dey placed 4th in the Environmental
Management category, and won $500 at the Intel
International Science and Engineering Fair in Los
Angeles. The Intel ISEF is the world’s largest high
school science research competition.
Atreya won for his research, “Biobased Ferrite
Nanoparticles: A Novel Approach to Extract Organic
Compounds and Heavy Metals from Water.” He was
commended by the U.S. Army and Navy and was one
of ten who were commended by King Abdul Aziz of
Saudi Arabia for Creativity and Giftedness.
“This was definitely the experience of a lifetime,”
said Atreya. “Hundreds of the smartest young minds
from across the world gathered at this single competition. Meeting with Nobel Laureates, Bill Nye ‘the
Science Guy,’ and scientifically driven students, inspired me to continue on the path of science.”
Atreya’s project also won first place for Iowa in the
U.S. Stockholm Junior Water Prize National Competition. This prize includes a cash award of $500.

International Science Fair
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Senior Awards
Virginia Buckley

Elysia Belilove

Performing Arts

Penelope Makeig

English

Lila Cutter

Mathematics

Colette Clark

Science

Pandora Wadsworth

Social Studies

Colette Clark

Sanskrit

Dodie Paige Thiel

Science of Creative
Intelligence

Tahra Wilkins

English Language
Learner

Haiyin Liang

Physical Education

Elysia Belilove

National Merit
Finalist

Colette Clark

Governor Scholar
Award

Colette Clark

Athletic Hall of Fame Jhana Valentine
Paul Eskenazi Award Paavani Kar
Coach of the Year

Sheila Higgins

Distinguished Service Elin Valentine, Sue Huggins
Happiness Award

Penelope Makeig

Creativity Award

Elysia Belilove

Leadership Award

Jhana Valentine

Maharishi School
Service

Pandora Wadsworth

Hall of Bliss

Anna Brett

Research in
Consciousness

Penelope Makeig

World Peace

Colette Clark, Lila Cutter, Caroline Fulcher, Penelope
Makeig, Pearl Sawhney, Dodie
Paige Thiel, Jhana Valentine,
Pandora Wadsworth, Tahra
Wilkins

VALEDICTORIAN: COLETTE CLARK
SALUTATORIAN: TAHRA WILKINS
Graduation

In reflecting on what it means to be a pioneer, I can’t help
but look back at the evolution of the term in our understanding
GIRLS PIONEER AWARD
and how it has grown in meaning as we ourselves have grown.
In our uncomplicated
lower school years, I think
it’s fair to say that the term
pioneer began as nothing
more than what we viewed
as possibly the leastthreatening school mascot
ever. In putting ourselves
up against other schools
we wondered how women
in bonnets and men in covered wagons could ever
compete with tigers or
warriors or panthers. What
GradImages
had our school been thinking, then, when they chose “pioneer”
to represent us and left Maharishi School quaking in the log
cabins of mascot-land as we were surrounded by increasingly
fierce beasts and figures.
But as we grew in age and understanding, it became clear
that the word pioneer was not merely reserved for those people
of the prairie, but was also supposed to designate somebody
special, someone who had paved the way for a new discovery or
way of life. We were introduced to great scientists, explorers
and philosophers whose ideas and inspirations had radically
changed the way we viewed the world around us, and these people seemed pretty cool. So maybe it wasn’t so bad to be a pioneer after all. But still, some fundamental understanding, a real
experience of what it means to feel like a pioneer, was missing.
As we stand here today on this most humbling and inspiring
of days, as our class family is poised on the brink of a crosscountry explosion, it is now that the true meaning of the word
pioneer, in our lives at least, is becoming clear. As we leave this
stage and prepare for new adventures that span from California
to New York and everywhere in between, we leave much behind,
but we all take with us something that is both unique and revolutionary – the knowledge that not only are all of us connected
on a deeper level, but that the diversity around us is grounded
in an unbounded harmony. We are all, in this way, pioneers –
leaving our home, the home that to many of us is the only one
we’ve ever known, and taking off in a new direction, with an extraordinary knowledge of the nature of ourselves and the world
slung over our shoulder.
And as we scatter across the country we will meet new people
and new challenges and we may have to pioneer through a
world very different from what we have known. But we’ll know
that we will always have each other to fall back on, so although
we may have to pioneer, we will never pioneer alone.
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Graduation Honors
“I will become a man in order to bring my best friends from Argentina
Virginia Buckley
Derek Thatcher
so they can live here in happiness. My friends taught me how to love, they
Performing Arts
shaped who I am and I owe them that much”. This was said by my fellow
Ryan Stakland
classmate Christian Martina on the
English
Sky Nite
Senior class trip to Italy. He gave and
outstanding and deeply emotional
Science
Atreya Dey and
speech about how moving to FairRaphael Burne
field completely changed his life,
Social Studies
Derek Thatcher
from the extremely stressful environment of Buenos Aires to the peaceful,
Sanskrit
Sky Nite
stress free City of Fairfield.
Christian’s speech inspired me to
Science of Creative
Brenton Schwartz
Intelligence
think about my own experiences in
Fairfield and Maharishi School. Why
Citizenship Award
Raphael Burne
is it that I love this place that is in the
(IA State Bar Association)
middle of nowhere? Is it every
GradImages unique individual, the education
Physical Education
Christian Martina
from the school, or Mr. Eyre with his
Commended
Sky Nite
trademarked phrase “bong dude” (maybe a different joke that can incorNational
Merit
porate everyone). I came to the realization that everything and everyone
has impacted me and my class; however, Maharishi Mahesh Yogi is the
Derek Thatcher Athletic Hall of Fame
true reason why we are all here today. In the Bhagavad-Gita, Krishna said
to Arjuna, “He who is not established has no intellect, nor has he any
Atreya Dey Paul Eskenazi Award
steady thought. The man without steady thought has no peace; for one
Kyle Cleveland Distinguished Service
without peace how can there be happiness?” Maharishi School and the
community gave us a foundation and established our inner development
Happiness Award
Holden Ketterhagen
along with outer success, thus giving us 200% of life.
Creativity Award
Maharishi once said, “What the present system of education provides is
Dominic Borg
knowledge of the object; what it misses is knowledge of the subject,
Leadership Award
Atreya Dey
knowledge of the knower in the knower’s infinite capacity. When the
knower is ignorant about the Self, the whole structure of knowledge is as if
Maharishi School
Atreya Dey
baseless.” Through this grounded knowledge the class of 2011 will be able
Service
to successfully flourish in the dynamic life ahead of us. The school proHall of Bliss
Ryan Stakland
pelled us to follow our passions that will lead to our careers, from famous
photographers, actors, singers, professional gamers, body builders, busiResearch in
Derek Thatcher
nessmen, and the next president.
Consciousness
Yesterday at the awards ceremony the graduating class was told to
Sam Arsanjani,
World Peace
stand in front of acquaintances, friends, family, and teachers. As the class
Raphael Burne, Paul
DeAngelis, Dillon
turned to face the crowd, I felt an overwhelming wave of compassion
Evertsen, Raphael
come forth from the many people in front of me. At that moment I knew
Gelfand, Holden Ketthat my individuality was shaped from the stable foundation of the comterhagen, Laser Nite,
munity. I am sure my fellow classmates have had the same experience in
Sky Nite, Byung Jun
their life.
Park, Brenton
Schwartz, Derek
Isaac Newton once said, “If I have seen further it is by standing on the
Thatcher, Thomas
shoulders of giants.” These giants that defined the course of our lives are
Weiss
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi and the community which has integrated his
teachings into the brilliant light that is Fairfield. The simple truth is this:
VALEDICTORIAN: DEREK THATCHER
our graduating class owes nearly everything to Maharishi and his knowledge. His enlightened teachings have empowered us to continue to live life
SALUTATORIAN: ATREYA DEY
to the utmost and bring this eternal knowledge to the world. Thank you.

Graduation
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